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Auction Sales Mon-Wed-Fri-7pm
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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST
Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania

Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ
7 am EDT Monday June 9, 2003

Rainfall amounts none through Tuesday.

Winds for spraying, west around 10 mph today, northwest 5 mph tonight,
southwest 10 to 15 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent, 40 to 50 today, 90 to 100 tonight, 40 to 50 Tuesday.

Dew points, mid to upper 50s through Tuesday.

Drying conditions are good today and again Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew, moderate dew tonight and again Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine, 60 today and 90 Tuesday

There is a near zero percent probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period
beginning at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance
of pesticides that require a rain free period after application.

Hay cutting will see good drying today and Tuesday with a risk of some showers or
thundershowers Wednesday.  It appears the second half of the week will again be
wet.

Temperatures in the representative cranberry bogs will remain above freezing for
the next couple of nights.

Four inch soil temperatures have increased into the 60s in most locations.  Soil
temperatures will increase slightly over the next couple of days.

The latest 8 to 14 day outlook for the period June 16, 2003 through June 22,
2003 is calling for temperatures to average near normal and precipitation to total
above normal.
Climate summary for the week ending 8 am  06/09/03
Temperatures continued to average much below normal.  Extremes were 82
degrees at Belvidere, June 7, 2003 and 40 degrees at Charlotteburg on June
3, 2003.

Weekly rainfall averaged 3.08 inches north, 3.27 inches central, and 2.59
inches south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 2.92 inches at
Pomona on June 7, 2003 through June 8, 2003.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged
99 percent north, 97 percent central, and 91 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 61 degrees north, 62 degrees central,
and 62 degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 06/09/03

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50/F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge 3.68 16.47 3.93 82 43 60 -6 435 -45 97
Canoe Brook 3.89 18.69 4.97 73 46 60 -6 457  14 99
Charlotteburg 2.73 18.13 4.48 76 40 57 -7 249 -74 99
Flemington 2.99 16.33 3.31 77 47 60 -7 427 -37 98
Long Valley 2.41 14.34 .34 78 42 57 -7 245 -123  98
Newton 2.77 13.20 1.00 75 40 59 -6 366   -9 98

CENTRAL
Freehold 3.27 15.06 2.14 76 51 61 -7 485 -53 98
Long Branch 3.23 17.01 3.81 74 50 61 -6 380 -103  95
New Brunswick 3.52 15.85 3.16 78 48 61 -8 444 -133  98
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River 3.24 14.53 1.67 77 46 61 -4 447 -41 95
Trenton 3.07 14.44 2.73 74 46 60 -9 436 -178  95

SOUTH
A.C. Marina 2.71 10.23 -.37 75 52 62 -5 411 -93 96
Cape May C.H. 3.15 13.48 2.13 74 49 61 -6 402 -145  96
Downstown 2.44 13.79 2.17 73 47 60 -9 493 -145  96
Glassboro 2.91 14.95 2.50 73 49 62 -7 553 -65 96
Hammonton 1.42 11.49 -.63 76 48 61 -8 520 -89 100
Pomona 3.61 13.47 2.33 76 46 61 -7 430 -103  95
Seabrook 1.86 13.25 2.40 74 52 62 -7 582 -61 96
South Harrison 2.52 14.59 3.03 73 50 61 NA 553 NA NA

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE

Days suitable for field work were 2.5. Field activities included replanting of some corn and soybean fields due to wet weather, as
conditions permitted.  Other activities during the week were spraying pesticides and herbicides, mowing, and harvesting spring
vegetables.  There were measurable amounts of rainfall during the week over most of the state, and in southern parts of the state
almost three inches of rain fell on June 7, 2003.  Temperatures were below normal in most areas of the state for the week. Top soil
moisture was rated 16% adequate and 84% surplus.  Barley was harvested where conditions allowed.  Hay crops were rated mostly
good in the northern and central districts, and fair in some areas of the south.  Wet conditions continued to delay hay harvest in
many parts of the state.  Corn and soybean plants continued to emerge across the state, but germination was slow in many areas.
Tomato planting activities continued with condition ratings from fair to good depending on locality.  Yellowing and stunting of
tomatoes was reported due to cool temperatures and wet weather in some localities.  Planting and harvest of most vegetables was
halted due to wet weather.  Weather conditions halted strawberry harvest in most parts of the state.  Hand thinning of peaches
continued in northern areas. Fungal infections became more visible on apples in the north, and continued rain provided little
opportunity for spraying.  Grape plants were in pre-bloom stage in the south.  There were some pollination problems in blueberry
fields due to cold and wet weather conditions.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE                                            RANGE AND PASTURE

THIS
 WEEK

LAST 
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR

CURRENT
PREVIOUS

WEEK
PREVIOUS

YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 0%
VERY SHORT 0% 0% 0% POOR 0% 0% 0%

SHORT 0% 0% 25% FAIR 23% 4% 14%
ADEQUATE 16% 61% 37% GOOD 54% 86% 79%

SURPLUS 84% 39% 38% EXCELLENT 23% 10% 7%


